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12. Population and human health 

12.1 Introduction 

12.1.1 The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017 (the EIA Regulations) requires Environmental Statements to include, 
among other topics, assessment of potential effects upon population and human 
health, including potential impacts/effects on physical, mental, and social 
wellbeing.  

12.1.2 This chapter assesses the potential impacts on population and human health 
from construction, operation and maintenance of the Scheme. It follows the 
requirements and methodology set out in Design Manual for Roads and Bridges 

(DMRB) LA 112 Population and Human Health’1, and LA 104 Environmental 
Assessment and monitoring, using professional judgement, best practice and 
knowledge from the assessment of other highways schemes. This chapter 
summarises the regulatory and policy framework related to population and 
human health, details the methodology followed for the assessment and 
describes the existing environment in the area surrounding the Scheme. 
Following this, the design, mitigation and residual effects of the Scheme are 
presented. 

12.2 Legislative and policy framework 

12.2.1 National, regional and local policy relevant to the assessment is set out in Table 
12.1. This has guided the design of the scheme, the decision-making process 
and allowed consideration of appropriate mitigation. 

 
1 https://www.standardsforhighways.co.uk/dmrb/search/1e13d6ac-755e-4d60-9735-f976bf64580a 
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12.3 Assessment methodology 

Scoping opinion  

12.3.1 An overview of the Planning Inspectorate’s Scoping Opinion on the proposed 
scope of the population and human health assessment is provided in Appendix 
4.1 (APP-152). 

12.3.2 Any additional consultation responses or changes to assessment methodology 
due to the latest DMRB standards or design changes are also detailed in 
Appendix 4.3 (APP-154). 

12.3.3 It should be noted that, when the Environmental Scoping Report (ESR) was 
produced prior to DMRB LA 112 being published and there was no formal 
methodology for the Population and Human Health assessment at the time. The 
ESR scoped in a ‘People and communities’ assessment, in accordance with 
DMRB, Volume 11, Section 3, Part 8, which was adapted to include 
consideration of health. In accordance with DMRB LA 112, the ‘People and 
communities’ chapter has been superseded with this Population and human 
health technical chapter.  

Assessment approach  

12.3.4 The assessment has considered the requirements of the EIA Regulations 2017 
and general guidance documents including the Guidelines for Environmental 
Impact Assessment, published by the Institute of Environmental Management 
and Assessment (IEMA). 

12.3.5 The assessment follows the requirements and methodology set out in DMRB LA 
112, which provides a framework for assessing, mitigating and reporting the 
effects of highways projects on population and human health. 

12.3.6 The assessment establishes the baseline population and human health 
conditions within the areas likely to be affected by the Scheme. The assessment 
then ascertains the likely positive and negative effects of the construction, 
operation and maintenance of the Scheme, and opportunities for improving 
health and reducing inequalities. 

Identification of study area 

12.3.7 As noted by DMRB LA 112, in terms of Land Use and Accessibility, there is a 
requirement for the study area to be based on the construction footprint / project 
boundary (including compounds and temporary land take) plus a 500m area 
surrounding the project boundary. This area was identified using a Geographical 
Information System (GIS) and applicable mapping of the project boundary.  
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12.3.19 DMRB LA 112 also notes the requirement to identify health determinants. Wider 
health determinants are a diverse range of social, economic and environmental 
factors which influence people’s mental and physical health and social wellbeing.  

12.3.20 DMRB LA 112 provides a range of indicative types of health determinants: 

• The location and type of community, recreational and education facilities and 
severance/separation of communities from such facilities 

• The location of green/open space and severance/separation of communities 
from such facilities 

• The location of healthcare facilities and severance/separation of communities 
from such facilities 

• Outline spatial characteristics of the transport network and usage in the area, 
including the surrounding road network, Public Rights of Way (including 
bridleways), cycle ways, non-designated public routes and public transport 
routes 

• Air quality management areas and ambient air quality 

• Areas recognised as being sensitive to noise (e.g. noise important areas, 
noise management areas) and the ambient noise environment 

• Sources and pathways of potential pollution (e.g. land/water contamination) 

• Landscape amenity 

• Safety information associated with the existing affected road network (e.g. 
numbers of killed and seriously injured). 

12.3.21 DMRB LA 112 also notes that where available, information collated from 
stakeholders consultation should also be used. In this instance, liaison with 
bodies such as Public Health England raised a number of health and wellbeing 
issues that it was considered important to address e.g. in relation to loss of 
housing. Therefore, in addition to those indicative health determinants noted 
within DMRB LA 112, it was considered precautionary to examine a wider range 
of health determinants considered relevant to the scheme. IEMA guidance on 
wider health determinants, along with the Barton and Grants ‘Determinants of 
Health’ mode (shown in Insert 12.1 below), was used to identify wider 
environmental, social and economic aspects considered relevant to the Scheme.  
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Consultation 

12.3.29 Details of consultation undertaken to inform this assessment are presented in the 
Introduction chapter (Chapter 1) and the Consultation Report (application 
document APP-026). 

12.3.30 A number of consultees were contacted to comment on the scope and 
methodology required for the assessment. These consultees included Tameside 
Metropolitan Borough Council (MBC), High Peak Borough Council and Public 
Health England. Full details of the consultation process that has been 
undertaken in respect to the Scheme is provided in the Consultation Report 
(application document APP-026).  

12.3.31 Agricultural landowners and lifetime tenants were given a questionnaire asking 
for particulars of their farms relevant to the assessment of the Scheme impacts. 
These were sent out between the 7th and 15th October 2020. Full details of the 
consultation process that has been undertaken across the wider community are 
detailed within the Consultation Report (application document APP-026). 

12.3.32 Specific consultation also took place with a range of bodies concerned with 
Walking, Cycling and Horse Riding, for example, Sustrans and the TransPennine 
Trail Partnership as well as a range of local schools. This is detailed in the 
Walking, Cycling and Horse Riding assessment report and responses made 
have been considered in this assessment.  

12.3.33 Two consultation meetings with Public Health England (PHE) were held to 
discuss and agree the assessment methodology approach. One meeting was 
during the statutory consultation period (Teams call, 7th December 2021) and the 
other was a follow-up call (Teams call, 9th April 2021).  

12.4 Assessment assumptions and limitations 

12.4.1 It has been assumed during the assessment that the Scheme description 
detailed within Chapter 2: The Scheme, will be constructed. This has taken into 
account the lateral and vertical limits of deviation defined on the Works Plan 
(APP-007) in order to establish a realistic worst-case assessment scenario, 
taking into account the potential for the Scheme to impact land use and access 
(WCH, residential and commercial properties, community facilities and 
agricultural land holdings) and human health through the development of the 
Scheme.  

12.4.2 Nevertheless, it is also anticipated that notwithstanding any potential deviation, 
all population and human health mitigation measures embedded in the design of 
the Scheme would still be deliverable within the limits of deviation (refer to 
Chapter 2: The Scheme) and would still fulfil their intended function.  
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12.4.3 It is to be noted that much of the public health information available is based on 
Census 2011 results. A new Census has been carried out in 2021 however 
results are not yet available. It is considered that this information is still relevant, 
and consideration was also made of more up to date strategies and health and 
wellbeing information, where available.  

12.4.4 As of December 2020, the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF) is no 
longer being progressed however, potential site allocations and other 
development opportunities were still considered as it is likely that these could be 
progressed in any subsequent Plan. 

12.4.5 The impact of COVID-19 on public health and wellbeing is still uncertain and will 
remain so for some time.  

12.4.6 Information on the location of field drains and water supplies is not available at 
this stage. The assumption is that the agricultural liaison officer appointed by the 
appointed Principal Contractor will identify these before construction begins so 
that they can be replaced or diverted. 

12.4.7 Land is required for the Scheme – the Scheme’s temporary and permanent land 
take requirements have been identified through the preliminary design, 
consultation and through engagement with landowners that would be affected by 
its progression. These are defined by the Order Limits within the DCO 
application and are illustrated on the Land plans. 

12.4.8 The Scheme’s temporary and permanent land take requirements have been 
identified through the preliminary design, consultation and through engagement 
with landowners that would be affected by its progression. These are defined by 
the Order Limits within the DCO application and are illustrated on the Land Plans 
(APP-007). For the Scheme approximately 41.9 ha would be required 
permanently, and 12.9 ha would be subject to temporary possession with use of 
land and 7.4 ha will be permanent acquisition of rights over land. 

12.4.9 Although the Applicant is endeavouring to acquire land by agreement, the 
necessary rights to gain the land required to deliver the Scheme are being 
sought by the Applicant through the DCO application and accompanying 
compulsory purchase process, to ensure that the Scheme can be delivered 
effectively. 
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12.5 Study area 

12.5.1 As noted by DMRB LA 112, in terms of Land Use and Accessibility, there is a 
requirement for the study area to be based on the construction footprint / project 
boundary (including compounds and temporary land take) plus a 500m area 
surrounding the project boundary. Where likely effects are identified outside the 
500m area surrounding the project boundary, the study area should be extended 
accordingly. Where effects are unlikely to occur within the 500m area 
surrounding the project boundary, the study area should be reduced accordingly. 
Therefore, in respect of Land Use and Accessibility, the study area extends 
500m from the DCO Boundary. Within this area, the level of potential disruption 
effects to Land Use and Accessibility will generally be considered on the basis 
that the closer the proposed works occur to sensitive receptors (for example, for 
Housing), the more mitigation may be required (e.g. close to the proposed works 
or directly affected, as opposed to 500m away). However, impacts from changes 
to some receptors the potential to result in effects that could extend further or 
beyond the core study area and this has also been considered in the 
assessment. 

12.5.2 In relation to Human Health, DMRB LA 112 notes that the study area shall be 
defined based on the extent and characteristics of the project and the 
communities / wards directly and indirectly affected by the project. Therefore, in 
respect of Human Health, consideration was made of the population of a wider 
study area used to define the characteristics of population and human health and 
health inequalities, including the area within which the local and regional National 
Health Service (NHS) organisations operate. Consideration was also made of 
both Tameside and High Peak Local Authority areas as a whole (including for 
example Public Health England Local Authority Profiles and data sourced from 
Joint Strategic Needs Assessments), as well as through consideration of 
applicable Ward level data, in addition to information at Lower Super Output 
Area (LSOA) .  

12.5.3 As such, by using these DMRB LA 112 study area requirements, along with 
professional judgement, industry best practice and knowledge from other 
transportation schemes, it is considered that these study areas will capture any 
significant population and human health effects resulting from the Scheme, 
including those on physical and mental health and social wellbeing. 

12.5.4 The study areas defined in the assessment methodology sections for each of the 
respective technical chapters will also apply. These study areas are as follows: 

• Air quality (Chapter 5) – for human health receptors, within a 350 m buffer 
from the Scheme boundary; or within 50 m of the route(s) used by 
construction vehicles on the public highway, up to 500 m from the site 
entrance 

• Noise and vibration (Chapter 8) – 300 m for construction activity noise and 
100 m for construction activity vibration. 25 m around diversionary routes and 
50 m for construction traffic. Operationally a 600 m for road traffic noise and 
identified noise sensitive receptors outside the 600 m buffer 
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• Water environment (Chapter 11) – within a 1 km buffer around the Scheme 
boundary 

• Geology, soils and land contamination (Chapter 12) – within a 250 m buffer 
around the Scheme boundary. 

12.6 Baseline conditions 

12.6.1 As noted, baseline conditions have been established through a desk-based 
study and consultation with landowners and the wider community. Information 
(including through site surveys such as that carried out for WCH and PRoWs 
Alternatives Assessment) was also gathered by relevant specialists as part of 
their survey work and this was used to inform this assessment where 
appropriate. Note that restrictions due to COVID-19 pandemic restricted potential 
for a full range of surveys to be carried out, though it was considered that these 
were unnecessary as the direct impact on sensitive receptors by the proposed 
route is limited and information was available from public data to ascertain typical 
usage and sensitivity of the receptors across the study area. Those direct 
receptors impacted were subject to agricultural investigation, or further 
clarification on access and usage was sought (for example in relation to the 
former Cricket Ground and the Mottram showground). 

12.6.2 A range of data sources were also used, including Public Health England Health 
Profiles and other online sources of information such as Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessments (JSNA). In addition, Ordnance Survey and Bing mapping (various 
scales), as well as Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside 
(MAGIC) maps, aerial photography available in the public domain and Google 
Streetview were also used. These were used to help identify land use 
relationship, community land and facilities.  

Land use and access 

Private property and housing 

12.6.3 Private property and housing are defined as “land, buildings and infrastructure 
for the purpose of residential use”. There a few settlements of note located in 
and around the study areas. These settlements include Hattersley, Mottram in 
Longdendale, Hollingworth, Hadfield and Gamesley. Several residential property 
and associated land are located within the Draft Order Limits. The location and 
number of properties at risk of demolition, or from which land will be 
required/accessed affected by the Scheme are listed in Section 12.7. 

12.6.4 Current traffic flows on the existing A57/Mottram Moor through Mottram result in 
congestion on this route. For properties accessed directly off the existing A57 in 
Mottram Moor these traffic flows and resulting congestion can make it difficult for 
residents to enter and exit their driveways safely during peak flows.   

12.6.5 Private property and housing that have been identified within 500m of the 
Scheme are shown on Figure 12.1 Community Facilities and Commercial Assets 
(APP-147) and are reported below as Table 12-9. 
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12.6.6 The emerging Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF 2020)3 included a 
number of draft allocations for residential and employment land uses. GMSF 
2020 was being produced following extensive consultation with stakeholders. 
Four consultations have already taken place. The first, in November 2014 was 
on the scope of the plan, the second in November 2015, was on the vision, 
strategy and strategic growth options, and the third, on a Draft Plan in October 
2016 and the most recent consultation in 2019 which informed the development 
of GMSF 2020. However, it is now understood that the GMSF will no longer be 
progressed.4 Whilst the GMSF is not being progressed, it is known that Bolton, 
Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Tameside, Trafford and Wigan 
councils will all be asked to agree to form a joint committee to prepare Places for 
Everyone - a joint development plan for jobs, new homes and sustainable growth 
across their boroughs. As such, it was considered prudent to continue to note 
allocations that were in the process of being made through the GMSF as there is 
a chance that these allocations could be made in later plans.  

12.6.7 The now-abandoned Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF) proposed 
2,790 homes in Tameside, this included the Godley Green development. 
However, it is understood that Tameside is progressing a planning application for 
Godley Green independently of work on any Greater Manchester plan, and a 
public consultation exercise on the proposals took place between February and 
March 2021. It should be noted that these allocations have not been made and 
may be subject to change.  

12.6.8 High Peak Local Plan Allocations ‘Land off Melandra Castle Road (G25) and 
Roughfields Hadfield (G3)’5 will be allocated for residential dwellings. Allocation 
G25 is located 1km south of the Scheme will be allocated for 35 dwellings. 
Allocation G3 is located 1.6km east of the Scheme. 

Community land and assets 

12.6.9 The settlements of Mottram in Longdendale, Hollingworth, Hattersley, Gamesley 
and Hadfield include a variety of social and community infrastructure, including 
education and healthcare facilities, community centres, places of worship, 
libraries and sporting facilities. Facilities that have been identified within 500m of 
the Scheme are shown on Figure 12.1 and are reported below as Table 12-9. 
Cricket grounds (unnamed) were identified within the DCO boundary, but further 
clarification was sought and it is understood that these have been disused in 
excess of 15 years. Community facilities not within the DCO boundary but within 
the wider study area include Arundale Primary School (206 pupils), Hollingworth 
Primary School (210 pupils), Mottram Evangelical Church and the Awburn House 
Medical Practice (open 8am to 6.30pm Monday to Friday) and usage of these 
and other facilities in the area is considered to be as would be expected on a 
daily/weekly and monthly basis.  
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Development land and businesses 

12.6.10 A number of commercial assets have been identified within and towards the east 
of the Scheme, including units at Roe Cross Industrial Estate (within the scheme 
boundary) and enterprises within Dinting Lodge Industrial Estate, Glossop 
Caravans and a BP Petrol Station (outside the scheme boundary).  These have 
been summarised with other receptors identified in the wider study area, as 
Table 12.9. Of note the units at Roe Cross Industrial estate are relatively small 
(covering a site less than 1 ha in size) and this combined with the nature of the 
businesses means that absolute numbers of employees are anticipated to be 
low. It is anticipated that these businesses, as with others in the wider area, 
would be accessed on an ongoing and daily basis but would also be currently 
impacted in terms of accessibility by existing traffic congestion in the wider area.  

12.6.11 The Mottram Agricultural Showground is located within the DCO boundary to the 
north of the Scheme. The Mottram Show, held by the Mottram and District 
Agricultural Society, takes places annually every summer and attracts thousands 
of visitors every year for a whole range of classes for sheep, cattle, dogs and 
horticulture, plus other activities including horse competitions, trade stands, craft 
and vintage engine displays. 

12.6.12 The Mottram Show has acquired a new larger showground, to which it will be 
relocating within the next few years. Whilst further discussions will be required 
with the organisers of the show, it is anticipated that the new location of the 
showground will be adjacent the A560 and Apple Street. It is considered unlikely 
to be affected by the Scheme as it is approximately 1.3km south-west of the 
Scheme. This would be subject to confirmation, however the new location has 
been included in the baseline for the purposes of this assessment.  
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12.6.13 For more information see Figure 12.1 Community Facilities and Commercial 
Assets (APP-147). 

12.6.14 In terms of development land, planning permission has been granted or is 
pending a decision on the wider study area of the Scheme for properties listed in 
Table 12.10. 
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12.6.15 These applications cover the current planning history for the wider study area of 
the Scheme at December 2020. It is possible that other relevant planning 
applications may come forward during the DCO application process for the 
Scheme.  

Agricultural land holdings 

12.6.16 The principle land use within the footprint of the Scheme is agriculture. The land 
is predominantly under pasture for cattle and sheep, with some grass cut feed in 
the eastern part of the Scheme. Small areas of woodland are present, often as 
linear features along field boundaries. 

12.6.17 Seven agricultural holdings are affected by the Scheme: 

• Farm holding A is 48ha grassland farm of medium sensitivity, providing beef 
and sheep 

• Mottram Showground occupies 5.6ha with annual grazing tenants who put 
sheep there between events. Being grazed only part-time, this holding is of 
low agricultural sensitivity 

• Farm holding B is a 5 ha smallholding of medium sensitivity used for grazing 
sheep and beef cattle 

• Farm holding C is a 5 ha equestrian and animal feed establishment with 
stabling, grazing and exercise areas. It is of high sensitivity as the enterprise 
is reliant on the spatial relationship of land to key infrastructure 

• Farm holding D is a 5.5 ha smallholding that is mainly under grass and trees. 
It is of medium sensitivity 

• Farm holding E is a c75 ha former dairy farm, now under grass for sheep and 
beef cattle and hay and silage making. It is of medium sensitivity 

• Farm holding F is a 14 ha former dairy farm, now under grass for sheep and 
beef cattle and is of medium sensitivity. 

Walkers, Cyclists and Horse-riders (WCH) 

12.6.18 A Walkers, Cyclists and Horse-riders (WCH) Assessment, which is referred to 
Section 2.20 of the Case for the Scheme (APP-182), was undertaken for the 
Scheme. This included user surveys with results used to inform the design of the 
scheme and this assessment. The following WCH information is further 
supplemented from ‘rowmaps’ an outline information source that uses Ordnance 
Survey mapping to display PRoW mapping. A web based GIS tool using freely 
available mapping data has also been used to inform the understanding of 
baseline conditions which includes data from Derbyshire County Council PRoW 
and Tameside MBC PRoW.  
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12.6.19 PRoW and other recreational routes including bridleways and cycle routes are 
present within the wider study area, including the Pennine Bridleway National 
Trail (which incorporates the Trans-Pennine National Cycle Route 62 along part 
of its route). There are sections of off-road route in the study area, however, 
these are limited to the National Cycle Network Route 62 – one section which 
runs on a gravel track between Stockport Road and Broadbottom Road and 
another on a surfaced path from Gamesley to Hollingworth. Whilst these sections 
are generally of good quality, they do not fully connect to suitable on-road routes 
for continuing journeys. 

12.6.20 The main roads through the study area are the M67, A57, A560 and the A6018. 
There are no cycle facilities on the M67 as it is a motorway, and the cycle 
facilities on the A57, A560 and A6028 are not continuous. Where cycle facilities 
are provided, these tend to be of low quality (e.g. unprotected facilities). The A57 
and A6018 are constrained in places in terms of carriageway width, meaning that 
the introduction of cycle facilities would be difficult to achieve. All four roads have 
high traffic volumes, which would result in on-road cycling not being comfortable 
or attractive for most users. 

12.6.21 There is no cycle infrastructure on the A57 (Hyde Road, Mottram Moor and 
Woolley Lane) between Hattersley roundabout and Woolley Bridge. 

12.6.22 Some junctions in the study area have advanced stop lines (ASLs), for example 
the junctions along the A57 Mottram Road in Hyde, as well as at Hattersley 
Stockport Road junction. However, there is no cycle infrastructure that links to 
these ASLs, reducing the benefit to cyclists. 

12.6.23 There are cycle lanes on the A560 Stockport Road through Hattersley, which has 
a 40mph speed limit. However, there are issues with these cycle lanes, including 
the use of give-way markings at side roads in the cycle lanes. The cycle lanes 
are demarcated from vehicle traffic by a white hatching area but are not 
physically separated from traffic. 

12.6.24 All PRoW are shown on the Streets, Rights of Way and Access Plans (APP-009) 
and reported in Table 12.9. A summary of key PRoWs of note is provided below: 

• The Pennine Bridleway National Trail is used by horse riders, cyclists and 
walkers and has two alternative sections of route in the vicinity of the 
Scheme. Section (a) incorporates the Etherow – Goyt Valley Way and 
Tameside Trail and passes between Broadbottom and Hollingworth. The 
route section crosses the A57(T) to A57 Link Road approximately 700m to 
the south of the A57 Mottram Moor to meet Woolley Lane to the east of 
Hollingworth. Section (b) incorporates the Trans-Pennine Trail National Cycle 
Route 62 and passes between Gamesley and the west side of Hadfield. The 
route section crosses the A57 at a point inside the Draft Order Limits. The 
crossing point corresponds with the junction of the A57 Link Road and 
existing A57 at Woolley Moor. 
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• PRoW LON/52/30 & LON/52/20 & LON/52/10 runs from the A57 Hyde Road 
near the M67 Terminal Roundabout, in a north east direction towards Old Mill 
Farm to the west of Mottram in Longdendale. PRoW LON/50/10 & LON/50/20 
runs from the A57 Hyde Road near the M67 Terminal Roundabout, in a north 
west direction towards Edge Lane. 

• PRoW LON/51/20 & LON/51/10 runs from the A57 Hyde Road in a north 
west direction towards Edge Lane in the north. PRoW LON/88/60 runs in a 
north south direction from the A57 Mottram Moor through Robin Hood Farm 
and links with the wider footpath network. 

• PRoW LON/90/10 runs in a south west direction from Woolley Lane through 
Tara Brook Farm and links with the footpath wider network. PRoW 
LON/87/10 is towards the south of the Scheme. The PRoW runs in a north 
east/south west direction from the A57 Mottram Moor and links with PRoW 
LON/86/10 and runs in a westerly direction towards Market Street. PRoW 
LON/35/10 runs in a north-south direction along Old Hall Lane and Bridleway 
LON/108/10 runs approximately 150m to the north of the Scheme, along 
Coach Road in a north-west/south-east direction from Mottram Old Hall 
towards the A57 Mottram Moor. 

Human Health 

12.6.25 The definition of baseline conditions follows published guidance provided in 
DMRB LA 112 to inform the assessment of the sensitivity of health determinants 
and receptors in the study area, particularly the presence of any vulnerable 
groups, which may be more susceptible to impacts. 

12.6.26 The human health baseline focuses on the human health profile for the wider 
study area, including demographic profile, demographic trends, socio-
economics, deprivation, health and wellbeing characteristics, and general 
characteristics of the natural and built environment. 

12.6.27 There are two Local Authorities of relevance to the Scheme – Tameside 
Metropolitan Borough Council and High Peak Borough Council, with relevant 
Wards within these Local Authorities being Longdendale (Tameside) and 
Hadfield North and Hadfield South (High Peak). Note that the majority of the 
Scheme is located within Longdendale. This section provides an outline of the 
current health status of residents who are living in the wider Tameside and High 
Peak areas and provides a focus on those noted wards. 

Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council 

12.6.28 Public Health England profiles6 show that the Tameside population (2019) is 
226,500, of whom 140,700 are within the ages 16-64. Within Longdendale ward, 
the total population (2017) was 10,002 of whom 6,050 were within the ages 16-
64. This therefore means that within Tameside as a whole, there is 85,800 
people (37.8%) and within Longdendale (39.5%) who could be considered to 
have increased susceptibility to health issues. 

 
6 Public Health England, Local Health Profiles 
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12.6.29 The under 75 deaths from respiratory rate for Tameside is 53 per 100,000, which 
is a worse rate than the North West region and England as a whole, with a 
similar outcome for all ages and all persons, though is not considered to be 
significantly so. Longdendale has a limiting long-term illness or disability rate of 
23.0%, which is worse than both Tameside as a whole (20.9%) and England as 
a whole (17.6%). Life expectancy for males in Longdendale is 77.5 years, which 
is significantly worse than England (79.5 years). It is, worse though not 
significantly so for female life expectancy – 81.9 years compared to 83.1 for 
England.  

12.6.30 Deaths from circulatory disease within Longdendale is noted as being 
significantly worse than England as a whole.   

12.6.31 With specific reference to the Longdendale ward, it is to be noted that 
Longdendale has the third highest level of self-reported poor health and limiting 
long term illness or disability out of all Tameside wards. Despite this however, life 
expectancy for both male and females within Longdendale is the 5th highest out 
of all Tameside wards and overall premature mortality rates are considerably 
lower than the Tameside average within the ward. However, the under-75 CVD 
mortality rate in Longdendale is 75% higher than the Tameside average. The 
diagnosed prevalence of CHD, stroke, diabetes, asthma, Heart Failure, Atrial 
Fibrillation and Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) are higher than the Tameside 
average7.  

12.6.32 According to the Tameside MBC Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (2018/2019), 
the main health and well-being challenges for Tameside include: 

• Higher demand for health and social care services across the area as the 
population continues to grow, age and change 

• Changes in the age profile of the population are currently contributing to the 
increased demand on health and social care services 

• The health of people in Tameside is generally worse than the England 
average. Tameside is one of the 20% most deprived districts/unitary 
authorities in England and about 20% (8800) children live in low-income 
families.  

12.6.33 Data from the 2011 Census highlighted that 44% of residents report their health 
status as ‘very good’, which is slightly lower than that for the north west as a 
whole. The proportion of residents who report their health status as ‘bad’ and 
‘very bad’ within Tameside was 6% and 2% respectively, (which is comparable 
the north west as a whole). 

12.6.34 The proportion of residents in Tameside with an activity limiting health problem 
or disability who consider their day-to-day activities to be ‘limited a little’ is 10%, 
which is the same for the north west as a whole. Those that consider their 
activities to be ‘limited a lot’ is slightly higher at 11% of residents in Tameside, 
which is slightly higher than for the north west as a whole. 

 
7 Health and Wellbeing Ward Profile – Longdendale 
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12.6.35 The suicide rate in Tameside is not significantly different than the England 
average. 

12.6.36 When looking at levels of obesity, childhood obesity levels (based on children in 
Year 6 of primary school) for Tameside is not significantly different from the 
England average. However, when looking at adult rates of excess weight for 
Tameside, this is significantly worse than the England average. 

12.6.37 Deprivation can be measured across seven different domains – income, 
employment, health, education, living environment, crime and barriers to 
services, using a wide range of indicators. These measures are aggregated to 
create an Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD), which gives an indication of overall 
deprivation and ranks every small area in England (known as Lower Super 
Output Areas or LSOAs, based on the 2011 Census. 

12.6.38 Analysis has shown that 35% of LSOAs in Tameside are within 20% most 
deprived in England. Further scrutiny of the data shows that there is a 
concentration of deprivation in the west of Tameside (which is where the study 
area is located). For example, one LSOA which is found towards the west of 
Tameside, is ranked at 0.9% most deprived LSOA in England. In addition, there 
are significant levels of deprivation which are found within the study area, for 
example one LSOA towards the west of the Scheme is in the 5% most deprived 
LSOA in England. Longdendale is noted by Public Health England as having an 
IMD score of 33, which is significantly worse than Tameside as a whole (29.4) or 
England as a whole (21.8). This situation is reflected in specific reference to child 
poverty and older people in deprivation.  

12.6.39 Health deprivation is one specific domain that makes up the IMD. Analysis of this 
domain has shown that there is a disproportionate concentration of LSOAs found 
in the west of Tameside which score poorly on this domain. However again, 
there are significant pockets of health deprivation which are found in the 
immediate vicinity of the Scheme.  

12.6.40 Tameside Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (2018/19) notes that black and 
minority ethnic groups in the UK have some of the worst health outcomes in 
many areas than the general population. Mid-year population estimates for 
Tameside and the rest of the country have increased and it is assumed that this 
increase will include people from minority populations, which accounted for 12% 
of the population in 2011. Estimates for Tameside suggest there is an overall 8% 
increase in the total ethnic population for all ages between 2016 and 2045. For 
children under 5 years the change will be slightly higher, with an estimated 
increase of 11% over the same period8. It is notable though that there is a 
smaller percentage of the population within the BME group (2.9%) than 
Tameside (9.1%) or England (14.6%) as a whole. 

 
8  
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12.6.41 Overall, it is considered that the population within the Longdendale part of study 
area can be said to be typically living in greater levels of deprivation, with poorer 
health outcomes and lower life expectancy than both the Tameside Metropolitan 
Council area, the North West region or England as a whole, though of course 
there would be variations to be found on an individual or household level.   

High Peak Borough Council 

12.6.42 Public Health England profiles9 show that the High Peak population (2017) is 
92,063, of whom 57,526 are within the ages 16-64. Within Hadfield North ward, 
the total population (2017) was 2,560 of whom 1,673 were within the ages 16-64, 
while in Hadfield South ward, the total population was 4,163 of whom 2,570 were 
within the ages 16-64. This therefore means that within High Peak as a whole, 
there is 34,537 people (37.5%) and within Hadfield North (34.6%) and Hadfield 
South (38.3%) who could be considered to have increased susceptibility to 
health issues. 

12.6.43 Hadfield North has a limiting long-term illness or disability rate of 22.0%, which is 
worse than both Derbyshire as a whole (20.4%) and England as a whole 
(17.6%). Hadfield South has a limiting long-term illness or disability rate of 
18.1%, which is better than both Derbyshire as a whole (20.4%), though worse 
(but not significantly different) to England as a whole (17.6%).  

12.6.44 Life expectancy for males in Hadfield North is 76.6 years, which is worse, though 
not significantly so, to England, while in Hadfield South it is 76.2 which is 
significantly worse than England (79.5 years). In terms of female life expectancy, 
it is 82.2 years in Hadfield North, while it is 82.4 in Hadfield South, both of which 
are worse, though not significantly so compared to 83.1 for England.  

12.6.45 Deaths from circulatory disease within Hadfield North and Hadfield South are 
both noted as being worse than England as a whole, though not significantly so. 
The deaths for all ages and all persons from respiratory disease in Hadfield 
North is worse, though not significantly so to Derbyshire and England, while in 
Hadfield South it is marginally better. It is notable that in both Hadfield North and 
Hadfield South, behavioural risk factors such as smoking is lower than England 
as a whole.   

12.6.46 With specific reference to the Hadfield North ward, it is to be noted that 8.1% of 
this population are considered to have bad / very bad general health, which is a 
higher percentage than High Peak (5.2%) or Derbyshire (6.2%) as a whole. This 
is particularly the case for females over 65 years. Members of the Black and 
Minority Ethnic population also have a notably higher percentage (9.3%) in bad 
health compared to High Peak (3.7%) or Derbyshire as a whole (4.0%).  

 
9 Public Health England, Local Health Profiles 
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12.6.47 Health profiles with respect to Hadfield South are improved in comparison to 
Hadfield North, with 5.3% of the population of this area are considered to have 
bad or very bad health, which is broadly similar to High Peak (5.2%), but less 
than Derbyshire as a whole (6.2%). There is also an improved health profile in 
respect of those members of the Black and Minority Ethnic population where 
2.2% are considered in bad health compared to High Peak (3.7%) or Derbyshire 
as a whole (4.0%)10.  

12.6.48 According to Derbyshire County Council’s Joint Strategic Needs Assessment, 
the main health and wellbeing challenges for High Peak include: 

• The wider population of Derbyshire is currently proportionately older than 
England overall, with around one in five people aged 65 and over 

• Almost a further fifth are aged under 16, meaning two out of every five people 
are dependent on the working age population 

• By 2039 almost half the population will be in these age groups, nearly three 
in every ten people will be aged 65 and over. 

12.6.49 Data from the 2011 Census highlights that 48% of residents within High Peak 
report their health status as ‘very good’, which is higher than for the East 
Midlands as a whole (45%). The proportion of residents who report their health 
status as ‘bad’ and ‘very bad’ within High Peak are 4% and 1% respectively 
(which is the same as reported for the East Midlands as a whole). 

12.6.50 The proportion of residents in High Peak with an activity limited health problem 
or disability, who consider their day-to-day activities to be ‘limited a little’ is 10%, 
which is the same as that for the north west as a whole. Those that consider 
their activities to be 'limited a lot' is slightly lower at 8%, which is lower than for 
the north west as a whole (10%). 

12.6.51 When looking at levels of obesity, childhood obesity levels (based on children in 
Year 6 of primary school) for High Peak, this is significantly better than the 
England average. In addition, when looking at adult rates of excess weight, this 
is not significantly different than the England average. 

12.6.52 Looking at IMD, analysis has shown that 5% of LSOA in High Peak are within the 
20% most deprived in England. Further scrutiny of the data shows that there is a 
concentration of deprivation in the west of High Peak, particularly towards the 
south west. For example, one LSOA which is found towards this area, is ranked 
as the 3.5% most deprived LSOA in England. Hadfield North ward is shown to 
have an IMD 28.8 which is significantly worse than that of Derbyshire or 
England. However, in terms of deprivation, Hadfield South ward is considered to 
have an IMD Score of 13.5 which is significantly better than Derbyshire or 
England as a whole.  

 
10 Health profiles for Hadfield North and Hadfield South wards, High Peak.  
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Table Source: Emerging GMSF 202012 

12.6.60 The Growth Strategy for High Peak (High Peak Borough Council, 2017) sets out 
a plan for sustainable growth and identifies development opportunities in the 
Borough for the next 15 years. A key cornerstone of this strategy is to reinforce 
the distinctive High Peak identity by sustained and planned growth in jobs, 
housing, footfall, tourism and spend in the economy, making High Peak a better 
place in which to work, live, play and travel. 

Local Economy  

12.6.61 This section presents the wider context within which the Scheme is located, 
using the local authority areas of High Peak Borough Council and Tameside 
Metropolitan Borough Council to present relevant socio-economic data. 

12.6.62 According to the Office of National Statistics annual population survey between 
April 2019 and March 2020, the unemployment rate was higher in Tameside 
(4.5%) than North West as a whole (4%). The unemployment rate in High Peak 
between April 2019 and March 2020 was 3.3%, which is lower than the East 
Midlands as a whole (3.7%).  

12.6.63 Labour market data for each of the two local authority areas is summarised 
below. 

12.6.64 Tameside – the Office for National Statistics annual population survey shows 
that between April 2019 and March 2020, the economic activity rate in Tameside 
was 78.4%, higher than the north-west region as a whole (78.1%). The main 
source of employment is the Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles 
and motorcycles, in addition to manufacturing and human health and social work 
activities. 

12.6.65 High Peak – for the same period, the economic activity rate for the High Peak 
area was 71.8%, lower than the East Midlands region as a whole (79.7%). The 
main sources of employment include the manufacturing, wholesale and retail 
sectors. 

Future Baseline Overview 

12.6.66 It is anticipated that the baseline details as reported in the sections above 
describe the people and communities as they are currently (2021) and it is 
anticipated that these will remain broadly similar over the next number of years 
prior to construction works commencing – i.e. the majority of the route will remain 
as agricultural land etc.  

12.6.67 There are a number of uncertainties surrounding area development proposals 
(for example due to the GMSF not being progressed), though these have been 
considered as part of the assessment.  
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• Reduction of housing numbers and associated pressures within the housing 
market in respect of availability owing to settlement of non-local construction 
workforce.  

Community land and assets 

12.7.4 During construction, the proposed works have the potential to impact community 
land and assets through: 

• Permanent loss of land and amenity impacts on the public park / garden 
(communal yard behind 2 to 15 Old Road) and open space (Land adjacent to 
Mottram Moor Farm)  

• Disruption, changes to access and viability or amenity impacts to the 
education, healthcare and other community facilities within the study area 
particularly for those residents in the area of Tollemache Close and Road 
and Hall Drive who may utilise Old Hall Lane (subject to temporary closure 
for approximately 1 year) to access community assets such as the Post 
Office, Evangelical Church, Funeral Service and Awburn House Surgery.  

• Amenity impacts on the public open space recreation and leisure time 
activities within the study area 

Development land and business 

12.7.5 During construction, the proposed works have the potential to impact 
development land and business through: 

• Demolition and permanent land take at four units on Roe Cross Industrial 
Estate 

• Permanent land take at the former Mottram Agricultural Showgrounds 

• Temporary disruptions to access and trading conditions and loss of amenity 
at commercial/industrial premises within the DCO boundary 

• Temporary disruptions to access and trading conditions and loss of amenity 
at commercial/industrial premises within the study area 

• Changes to trading conditions and impacts on local businesses and job 
market resulting from the introduction of a workforce of approximately 200 to 
270 at peak 

Agricultural land holdings 

12.7.6 During construction, the proposed works have the potential to impact agricultural 
land holdings through: 

• Permanent acquisition of 24 ha of agricultural land 

• Temporary acquisition of 8.3 ha of Farm holding A in order to enable creation 
of a site compound 

• Height reduction of around 2 ha of Farm Holding F in order to provide flood 
compensation 
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Walkers, Cyclists and Horse Riders 

12.7.7 During construction, the proposed works have the potential to impact walkers, 
cyclists and horse riders through: 

• Temporary loss, closure or diversion of PRoWS within the DCO boundary 

• Temporary disruptions to access, throughfare and connectivity to other active 
travel provisions within the DCO boundary 

• Throughfare and connectivity disruptions to approximately 123 walking and 
cycling routes within the study area 

• Increased footfall on unimpeded active travel provisions in the study area as 
a result of diversions.  

Human health 

Housing 

12.7.8 During construction, the proposed works have the potential to impact housing 
though: 

• Health and wellbeing impact from permanent land take/demolition at four 
residential properties and sheds on Four Lanes, seven residential properties 
on Old Road, six residential properties and nine garages on Tollemache 
Close, eight residential properties on Old Hall Land and a stable on Mottram 
Moor 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from amenity / access impacts at houses 
within the study area  

• Health and wellbeing outcome from changes in access to and availability of 
good quality housing within the study area. 

Community land and assets 

12.7.9 During construction works have the potential to impact education, community 
services and other social infrastructure through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from loss / reduction in access to open space 
(public park / garden behind 2 to 15 Old Road) and at land adjacent to 
Mottram Moor Farm 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from disruptions, amenity impacts and 
changes in access to education, healthcare and other community facilities 
within the study area (including playgrounds, allotment gardens, five schools, 
one nursery and a range of care/nursing homes). 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from loss / reduction in amenity, changes or 
disruption in access to public open space and public parks / gardens within 
the study area.  
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Development land and business 

12.7.10 During construction works have the potential to impact development land and 
business through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from loss of property and permanent 
displacement of business and their workers at Roe Cross Industrial Estate  

• Health and wellbeing impacts over employment instability   

• Health and wellbeing outcomes from disruptions to access, potential 
severance and loss of amenity at approximately 12 other local 
businesses/commercial remises and units within the DCO boundary 
(predominantly associated with Roe Cross Industrial Estate and Hattersley 
Industrial Estate 

• Health and wellbeing outcomes from disruptions to access, potential 
severance and loss of amenity at commercial/industrial premises within the 
wider study area (approximately 415 premises). 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from creation of local jobs, skills and training 
and benefits to supply chain from local procurement of goods and services 
within the local business / job market 

• Health and wellbeing outcomes from economic benefits of construction 
simulating the local economy and local job market (including the multiplier 
effect) noting an anticipated workforce of approximately 200 increasing to 
270 at peak.  

Agricultural land holdings 

12.7.11 During construction works have the potential to impact agricultural land holdings 
through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from permanent loss of agricultural land 
holdings and / or severance at Farm holding A, Mottram Show Grounds, 
Farm holding B, Farm holding C, Farm holding D, Farm holding E and Farm 
holding F.  

Walkers, Cyclists and Horse Riders 

12.7.12 During construction works have the potential to impact walkers, cyclists and 
horse riders through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from temporary severance, disruptions to 
access, pedestrian and cyclist delays and increases in journey length as well 
as temporary loss of amenity on PRoWs 35, 50, 51, 52, 87, 88 and PRoW 90 
/ Transpennine Trail 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from temporary loss of amenity on other active 
travel provisions within the DCO boundary including PRoWs and the 
Transpennine Trail 
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• Health and wellbeing outcome from temporary loss of amenity and loss of 
active travel opportunities within the wider study area 

Safety / Risk of Injury and Death 

12.7.13 During construction works have the potential to impact risk of injury and death 
through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from unauthorised access/trespass to 
compounds resulting in injuries or loss of life 

• Criminal behaviours resulting in on-site conflicts and threats of violence, 
resulting in personal injury.  

• Injury or loss of life from construction traffic, increased traffic levels and 
altered traffic movements within the study area, particularly to vulnerable 
road users including cyclists, elderly drivers and pedestrians 

• Utilities and buried services diversions or installations, leaks or conflict during 
construction works 

Air pollution 

12.7.14 During construction works have the potential to impact risk of air pollution 
through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from increased dust emissions 

12.7.15 See Chapter 5 (Air Quality) for further information.  

Soil and Water Pollution 

12.7.16 During construction works have the potential to adversely impact risk of soil and 
water pollution through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from increased dust emissions to nearby 
residents 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from exposure to contaminated groundwaters 
via abstractions 

• Works to watercourses, construction vehicle movements and associated 
oil/fuel and runoff and disturbance of groundwater flows, with the potential to 
impact on human health 

12.7.17 See Chapters 9 and 13 (Geology and Soils and Road Drainage and Water 
Environment) for further information.  

Noise Pollution and Vibration 

12.7.18 During construction works have the potential to impact noise pollution and 
vibration through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from construction noise  
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• Health and wellbeing outcome from construction vibration  

• Health and wellbeing outcome from construction traffic, including the closure 
of Old Hall Lane during Phase 1 of the woks with resulting impacts on Old 
Road, Coach Road, Hall Drive and Tollemache Road 

12.7.19 See Chapter 11 (Noise and Vibration) for full consideration of noise and 
vibration.  

Landscape amenity 

12.7.20 During construction works have the potential to impact landscape amenity 
through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from construction activities including creation 
of compound areas and construction traffic.   

Social cohesion and lifetime neighbourhoods 

12.7.21 During construction works have the potential to adversely impact social cohesion 
and lifetime neighbourhoods through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from severance issues that may occur due to 
disruption to existing road usage and increases in number of construction 
traffic to access construction site / construction compounds.  

Transport options 

12.7.22 During construction works have the potential to impact transport options through: 

• Health and wellbeing outcome from disruptions, closures, temporary speed 
limits, restrictions and diversions required during construction which may lead 
to less reliable and longer journey times. 

Operation  

Land Use and Accessibility 

Private property and housing 

12.7.23 During operation works have the potential to impact private property and housing 
through: 

• Direct and indirect effects on the local housing market and housing 
availability due to improved connectivity, reduced congestion, reduced and 
more reliable journey times, and overall improvements to access.  

12.7.24 Of note, any temporary land take from private property and housing during 
construction would be returned to its original condition on completion of the 
works. 

Community land and assets 
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12.7.25 During operation works have the potential to impact community land and assets 
through: 

• Provision of improved pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities and a new 
underpass to maintain farm access and provide a safe route for walkers, 
cyclists and horse riders. 

12.7.26 Of note, disruptions and changes to access and amenity impacts as a result of 
construction activities would all be alleviated on completion of the scheme.  

Development land and assets 

12.7.27 During operation works have the potential to impact development land and 
assets through: 

• Direct and indirect effects on businesses and the job market within the study 
area due to improved connectivity, reduced congestion, reduced and more 
reliable journey times, and overall improvements to access.  

12.7.28 Of note, as development identified in Table 12.12, the GMSF (now withdrawn) 
and High Peak Local Plan are constructed and come into active use, it is 
expected that there will be a noticeable increase in the amount of traffic over and 
above the existing conditions. Without improvements that the Scheme will bring, 
the road network will become highly congested resulting in considerable delays. 
Therefore, the Scheme presents an opportunity to support and facilitate growth.  

Agricultural land holdings 

12.7.29 During operation works have the potential to impact agricultural land holdings 
through: 

• Permanent land take will decrease the size of the affected holdings.  

• Affected holdings will be divided by the new road, which will mean longer 
journey times for vehicles and livestock being transported to several fields 

Walkers Cyclists and Horse Riders 

12.7.30 During operation works have the potential to impact Walkers Cyclists and Horse 
Riders through: 

• Provision of improvements on the existing A57(T) and A57 with the possible 
inclusion of cycle lanes. 

• Improved pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities at the M67 Junction 4, and 
all new junctions created by the scheme.  

• Upgrading of the PRoW LON 52-20 from a footpath to a bridleway, 
increasing the availability of suitable equestrian facilities away from road 
traffic. 

• Creation of a combined footway and cycleway along the new A57 Link Road 
between Mottram Moor and Woolley Bridge, creating a route to link Mottram 
to the Trans-Pennine Trail (National Cycle Network route 62).  
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Human health  

Private property and housing 

12.7.31 During operation works have the potential to impact private property and housing 
through: 

• Amenity impacts as reported by the other technical disciplines 

Community land and assets 

12.7.32 During operation works have the potential to impact community land and assets 
through: 

• Provision of improved pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities and a new 
underpass provide a safe route for walkers, cyclists and horse riders. 

12.7.33 Of note, amenity impacts as a result of construction activities would all be 
alleviated on completion of the scheme.  

Development land and assets 

12.7.34 During operation works have the potential to impact development land and 
assets through: 

• Direct and indirect effects on health due to improved connectivity, reduced 
congestion, reduced and more reliable journey times.  

12.7.35 Of note, as development identified in Table 12.12, the GMSF (now withdrawn) 
and High Peak Local Plan are constructed and come into active use, it is 
expected that there will be a noticeable increase in the amount of traffic over and 
above the existing conditions. Without improvements that the Scheme will bring, 
the road network will become highly congested resulting in considerable delays. 
Therefore, the Scheme presents an opportunity to support and facilitate growth.  

Landscape amenity 

12.7.36 During operation works have the potential to impact landscape amenity through: 

• Loss of visual amenity and subsequent impacts on wellbeing for wider groups  

• Traffic change through the Peak District National Park as a result of the 
Scheme and subsequent impacts on wellbeing for wider groups 

12.7.37 See Chapter 7 of the ES for full consideration of Landscape and Visual impacts 

Walkers Cyclists and Horse Riders 

12.7.38 During operation works have the potential to impact Walkers Cyclists and Horse 
Riders through: 

• Safety, health and wellbeing improvements as a result of provision of 
improved pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities at the M67 Junction 4, and 
all new junctions created by the scheme.  
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• Safety, health and wellbeing improvements as a result of upgrading of the 
PRoW LON 52-20 from a footpath to a bridleway, increasing the availability 
of suitable equestrian facilities away from road traffic. 

• Safety, health and wellbeing improvements as a result of creation of a 
combined footway and cycleway along the new A57 Link Road between 
Mottram Moor and Woolley Bridge, creating a route to link Mottram to the 
Trans-Pennine Trail (National Cycle Network route 62).  

Safety / Risk of Injury and Death 

12.7.39 During operation works have the potential to impact Risk of Injury and Death 
through: 

• Changes in traffic levels and an unawareness of altered traffic movements, 
particularly from sensitive road users 

• Health and wellbeing / safety outcome from reduced traffic through Mottram 
village 

Air Pollution 

12.7.40 During operation works have the potential to impact Air Pollution through: 

• Health outcomes as a result of changes to annual mean NO2 exceedances 

12.7.41 See Chapter 5 for full consideration of Air Quality 

Noise Pollution and Vibration 

12.7.42 During operation works have the potential to impact Noise Pollution and 
Vibration through: 

• Health outcomes as a result of changes in vehicle activity, determined by the 
traffic flows, speeds and fleet composition on the local road network including 
the Scheme itself as a new noise source. 

12.7.43 See Chapter 11 for full consideration of Noise Pollution and Vibration 

Social cohesion and lifetime neighbourhoods 

12.7.44 During operation works have the potential to impact Social cohesion and lifetime 
neighbourhoods through: 

• reducing community severance and engendering social cohesion and lifetime 
neighbourhoods through the separation of local and regional traffic, resulting 
in large reductions in traffic on the existing A57. This would have allowed the 
opportunity to make this stretch of road much more friendly to cyclists and 
pedestrians through improved facilities and crossings, public realm 
improvements and reduction in speed.  

Transport options 

12.7.45 During operation works have the potential to impact transport options through: 
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• More reliable and predictable journey times 

• Reduced congestion in Mottram Village 

• Improved connectivity for WCH  

12.8 Design, mitigation and enhancement measures 

Embedded mitigation  

12.8.1 Environmental measures considered to be integral to the Scheme are included in 
the Scheme chapter (Chapter 2). This includes the First iteration Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP) (application document APP-183) and Register of 
Environmental Actions and Commitments (REAC) (APP-184) provides clear and 
concise information which states how the mitigation and management of 
environmental effects will be delivered and maintained. 

12.8.2 In relation to Land Use and Accessibility and Human Health it is important to 
note that the mitigation hierarchy outlined in DMRB LA 112 has been followed 
during the design process.   

Construction  

12.8.3 During construction of the Scheme, a number of mitigation measures would be 
put in place to reduce potential impacts on population and human health. 

12.8.4 A Traffic Management Plan (TMP) (APP-186) would be implemented by the 
appointed Principal Contractor to reduce the impacts from construction traffic, 
including measures to reduce worker vehicle movements and HGV movements, 
particularly at peak periods. The typical core working hours for the Scheme are 
expected to be between 07:30 and 18:00 on weekdays (excluding bank holidays) 
and from 07:30 to 16:00 on Saturdays.  In addition, there would be a start-up and 
close down period of one hour either side of these times to maximise efficiency 
of the core hours.  This would include activities such as deliveries, staff travel to 
work, maintenance and general preparation works, but would not include running 
plant and machinery that are likely to cause a disturbance to local residents or 
businesses.  

12.8.5 It is expected that some works would need to be carried out at night, (for 
example, road crossings and final surfacing tie ins). Night working would be 
agreed in advance with the relevant local authority.  

12.8.6 Seasonal construction activities such as earthworks could be subject to an 
application for extended hours working to make best use of the season.  The 
expected extended working hours would cover 07:00 to 07:30 and 18:00 to 20:00 
during weekdays. 

12.8.7 Repairs or maintenance of construction equipment (other than emergency 
repairs) would typically be carried out outside of core working hours, normally on 
Saturday afternoons (13:00 to 18:00) or on Sundays between 09:00 and 17:00.   
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12.8.8 Dedicated haul routes will follow the new main line alignment where possible. 
Access for construction vehicles to the site would be from the trunk road network 
on designated routes which would be clearly signposted. 

12.8.9 The main areas where the construction sites would interface with the travelling 
public would be at locations where connections to the existing network would be 
created. In these locations, extensive traffic management would be required to 
segregate the construction sites from road vehicles. 

12.8.10 Planning of the Scheme construction works would be undertaken in order to 
minimise the need to close and divert footways, PRoW and cycle facilities, and 
minimise closures and diversion durations. Where the closure of WCH routes 
would be required, safe and appropriate alternative means of access would be 
provided to ensure access would be maintained at all times in order to minimise 
temporary severance.  

12.8.11 Temporary road closures and diversions would be arranged following 
discussions with the relevant highway’s authority, police and the maintaining 
authority. 

12.8.12 Land temporarily acquired for construction will be restored to a condition 
equivalent to its original state. This will be achieved by means of a Soil Resource 
Plan (SRP) following best practice set out in Defra’s Construction Code of 
Practice for the Sustainable Use of Soils on Construction Sites30.  

12.8.13 There is no mitigation for permanent loss of agricultural land, apart from financial 
compensation which is outside the scope of an environmental assessment. 

12.8.14 Underpasses and other means of access are built into the Scheme and so no 
agricultural land will be permanently severed. The only mitigation for extra 
journey times and other inconvenience caused by division of the agricultural 
holdings is financial compensation which, again, is outside the scope of an 
environmental assessment. 

12.8.15 Field drains and field water supplies will be diverted or replaced, as necessary. 
Proposals for this would need to be agreed with the relevant landowner(s).  

12.8.16 Livestock fencing will be installed around construction sites and beside the new 
road on its completion. 

12.8.17 An agricultural liaison officer will be available to deal with issues affecting the 
operation of agricultural holdings during construction.  
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12.8.18 During the Scheme construction phase, appropriate mechanisms to 
communicate with local residents and businesses would be set up to highlight 
potential periods of disruption (e.g. web-based, newsletters, newspapers, radio 
announcements, etc.). This would include the appointment of a Community 
Relation Manager (CRM) responsible for leading engagement with affected 
communities. The Community Engagement Plan would be prepared prior to 
construction and annexed to the EMP (Second iteration) to outline the methods 
in which the local and surrounding community will be engaged during 
construction of the Scheme including contact details for key site management, 
including agricultural liaison officer.  

12.8.19 The Applicant’s Scheme web-page also provides up-to-date construction and 
community liaison information. The web-page would continue to provide updates 
regarding progress, details of areas affected by construction, and mitigation in 
pace to reduce adverse effects. The communication approaches would help 
drivers and local residents to plan their journeys and take account of potential 
disruption due to Scheme construction, as well as provide local residents with 
details of construction phase activities.  

12.8.20 In addition, the Applicant’s Customer Contact Centre would also be available to 
deal with queries from the public. This includes an information line staffed by the 
Applicant at all times. A complaint management system would be in place, in line 
with systems used by the Applicant on other major infrastructure projects. Any 
complaints would be investigated, and appropriate action taken as required. The 
complainant would be provided with a response outlining the results of the 
investigation and any action taken. 

12.8.21 The First iteration EMP (APP-183) and REAC (APP-184) include mitigation 
measures to minimise impacts on agricultural holdings during construction, these 
include: 

• Arrangements through land agreements with the landowner for the 
maintenance of farm and field accesses affected by construction 

• The protection and maintenance of livestock water supply systems, where 
reasonably practicable, in agreement with the landowner through the 
agricultural liaison officer and the Community Engagement Plan that would 
be prepared at prior to construction and annexed to the EMP (Second 
iteration) 

• The protection of agricultural land adjacent to the construction site, including 
the provision and maintenance of appropriate stock-proof fencing. This would 
be in agreement with the landowner through the agricultural liaison officer 
and the Community Engagement Plan that would be prepared at prior to 
construction and annexed to the EMP (Second iteration) 

• The adoption of measures to control the deposition of dust on adjacent 
agricultural crops. Best Practice guidance will be followed to determine 
appropriate limits for the implementation of dust control measures to inform 
the development of the Nuisance Management Plan, annexed to the EMP 
(Second iteration) 
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• The control of invasive and non-native species and the prevention of the 
spread of weeds generally from the construction site to adjacent agricultural 
land through an Invasive Non-Native Species Management Plan, that would 
be prepared at prior to construction and annexed to the EMP (Second 
iteration) 

• The adoption of standard industry best practice measures to prevent, insofar 
as reasonably practicable, the spread of soil-borne, tree-crop and animal 
diseases from the construction area 

• Liaison and advisory arrangement with affected landowners, occupiers and 
agents, as appropriate, through the agricultural liaison officer and the 
Community Engagement Plan that would be prepared at prior to construction 
and annexed to the EMP (Second iteration) 

12.8.22 Where unrestricted agricultural uses are to be resumed on land disturbed during 
the construction of the Scheme, the design objective is to avoid any reduction in 
long term capability, which would downgrade the quality of the disturbed land, 
through the adoption of good practice techniques in handling, storing and 
reinstating soils on that land as detailed in the Geology and soils chapter 
(Chapter 9) of this ES (APP-065)  

Operation 

12.8.23 With respect to Public Rights of Way, these will be realigned as close to their 
original alignment as practical to avoid extending WCH routes, where possible. 
Where the Scheme would affect existing PRoW and bridleways, replacement 
network provision would be made to ensure routes remain open by providing 
suitable crossing points or diversions. Where new footpaths are required, they 
would be designed to be as fully accessible as possible.  

12.8.24 All other measures are covered in respective Air quality (Chapter 5)(APP-061), 
Noise and vibration (Chapter 11), Landscape and visual effects (Chapter 
7)(APP-063), Geology and soils (Chapter 9)(APP-065) and Road drainage and 
the water environment (Chapter 13)(APP-069) chapters of this ES.  

Essential mitigation 

Construction 

12.8.25 Essential mitigation measures for noise and visual impacts during construction of 
the Scheme are outlined in the Noise and vibration (Chapter 11) and the 
Landscape and visual effects chapters (Chapter 7) of this ES.  

Operation   

12.8.26 No essential mitigation measures are required during operation of the Scheme in 
addition to those measures embedded in the Scheme design as outlined in 
Chapter 2: The Scheme. Essential mitigation measures for noise and visual 
impacts during operation of the Scheme are outlines in the Noise and vibration 
(Chapter 11) and the Landscape and visual effects chapters (Chapter 7) of this 
ES.  
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Enhancement measures 

12.8.27 Tameside MBC’s planned Hyde to Hollingworth cycleway scheme consists of a 
new cycle route between the settlements of Hyde and Hollingworth, through 
Godley, Hattersley and Mottram in Longdendale. Between Hattersley and 
Hollingtworth. Following consultation with Tameside MBC, the Applicant has 
ensured that the Scheme would tie in with the proposed cycle scheme in the 
future.    

12.8.28 The existing footway along the A57 – Hyde Road, Mottram Moor, Woolley Lane 
would be improved to DMRB CD 143 Designing for walking, cycling and horse-
riding standards or higher.   

12.9 Assessment of likely significant effects 

12.9.1 The Scheme has been designed, as far as possible, to avoid and minimise 
impacts and effects on population and human health through the process of 
design-development (refer to the Assessment of alternatives chapter (Chapter 3) 
of this ES (APP-060)) considering good design principles. Embedded mitigation, 
defined within the DMRB LA 104 as ‘Design measures which are integrated into 
a project for the purpose of minimising environmental effects’, is reported as part 
of the scheme description in Chapter 2.  

12.9.2 In relation to Land Use and Accessibility, as well as Human Health, it is important 
to note that the mitigation hierarchy outlined in DMRB LA 112 has been followed 
during the design process.  

12.9.3 As detailed in the Environmental assessment methodology chapter (Chapter 4), 
construction of the Scheme would be subject to measures and procedures 
defined within the First iteration EMP (APP-183) and the REAC (APP-184). This 
EMP includes a range of measures associated with mitigating potential 
environmental impacts during Scheme construction. Measures detailed within 
the EMP would be developed into the Second iteration EMP refined during the 
construction stage for the consented project, in advance of construction, which 
would be prepared and implemented by the appointed Principal Contractor. The 
EMP would set out the environmental mitigation requirements during the 
Scheme construction and also the project level expectations on how the Scheme 
would be constructed in accordance with DRMB LA120 Environmental 
Management Plans31. 

12.9.4 Key embedded measures for air, noise and visual impacts during construction of 
the Scheme are outlined in the Air quality chapter (Chapter 5), Noise and 
vibration (Chapter 11), Landscape and visual effects (Chapter 7) chapters of this 
ES.  

12.9.5 The following section presents the assessment findings in light of embedded 
mitigation during construction and operation of the scheme. 
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Construction 

Land use and accessibility  

Private property and housing 

12.9.6 During construction, works have the potential to adversely impact private 
property and housing. 

12.9.7  The assessment of the level of construction impact and residual effects is 
detailed in Table 12.14 below.
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Community land and assets 

12.9.8 During construction, works have the potential to adversely impact education, 
community services and other social infrastructure. 

12.9.9 The assessment of the level of construction impact and residual effects is 
detailed in Table 12.15 below. 
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Development land and business 

12.9.10 During construction works have the potential to adversely impact development 
land and business. 

12.9.11 The assessment of the level of construction impact and residual effects is 
detailed in Table 12.16 below. 
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Agricultural land holdings 

12.9.12 In the construction phase around 24 ha of agricultural land will be permanently 
acquired and 8.3 ha of Farm holding A will be occupied temporarily for a 
compound. Additionally, around 2 ha of Farm holding F will be reduced in height 
for flood compensation. 

12.9.13 Land temporarily acquired for construction will be restored to its original quality 
and returned to the landowner. The flood compensation area (FCA) will be 
returned to the landowner, but the soils will be of slightly poorer quality than 
before. 

12.9.14 Effects of division of land on internal farm traffic and livestock movements, 
means the residual effect on individual holdings will be moderate or large 
adverse which is significant. 

12.9.15 Table 12-17 summarises the main impacts on individual holdings, proposed 
mitigation and residual effect. Minor, mitigatable impacts, such as those to 
drainage and water supply, will have a neutral residual effect and are not 
included in the table. 

12.9.16 Residual effects on all effected holdings, even with mitigation, are moderate or 
large adverse, which is significant. 

12.9.17 Lesser construction impacts relate to damage to field drains and water supplies, 
and to noise and dust. 
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Walkers Cyclists and Horse Riders 

12.9.18 During construction works have the potential to adversely impact walkers, 
cyclists and horse riders. 

12.9.19 The assessment of the level of construction impact and significance of effects is 
detailed in Table 12.18 below. 
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Human health 

12.9.20 The following tables present the potential impact and resulting health outcome 
category against the identified health determinants. Please refer back to Tables 
12.6 and 12.7 which present the assigned sensitivity and identification of 
vulnerable groups.  















































































  
A57 Link Roads 
6.3 Environmental Statement 
Chapter 12 – Population and Human Health 

 

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010034 
Application document reference: TR010034/APP/6.3 Page 133 of 150 
 

Air pollution 

12.9.21 During construction, the proposed works have the potential to impact air pollution 
through: 

• Increased emissions of dust 

12.9.22 This is therefore associated with an adverse impact on health and wellbeing and 
a Negative health outcome. See Chapter 5 for full consideration of Air quality 

Noise and Vibration 

12.9.23 During construction, the proposed works have the potential to impact noise and 
vibration through: 

• Exposure of adjacent residents and businesses to dust migrating off-site 
during earthworks 

• Exposure of residents in the vicinity of Mottram underpass to construction 
noise 

This is therefore associated with an adverse impact on health and wellbeing and a 
Negative health outcome. See Chapter 11 for full details.  

Landscape amenity 

12.9.24 During construction, the proposed works have the potential to impact landscape 
amenity through: 

• Loss of vegetation, alteration to the landform, the presence of construction 
machinery as well as the introduction of man-made features 

• Demolition of built form which would include properties on Four Lanes, Roe 
Cross Industrial estate, Old Road, Tollemache Close, Old Hall Lane and 
Mottram Moor; to facilitate construction of Mottram underpass, Mottram 
junction and the new junction on Woolley Lane 

• Temporary spoil heaps, material storage, and site compounds would occur 
throughout the construction phase 

• The introduction of new structures and/or the changes to existing structures 
specifically at junctions, underpasses and bridges 

• The formation of temporary drainage features within or on the fringes of the 
construction areas 

• Lighting associated with construction and night-time working 

• Plant, machinery and traffic management would be conspicuous in views of 
the existing A57 corridor, highlighting the presence of the A57 and the 
changes occurring within it; and 

• Temporary realignments and diversions as part of traffic management 
operations. 
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12.9.25 The visual receptors may also be affected by views of heavy goods vehicle 
(HGVs), temporary construction lighting and other tall machinery used within the 
construction site.  

12.9.26 Temporary impacts to visual receptors during construction are likely to result 
from: 

• Vegetation clearance to facilitate construction is anticipated to occur during 
the initial mobilisation phase. The result would be newly exposed views of the 
wider landscape and the construction activity therein 

• Temporary spoil heaps, material storage, and site compounds would occur 
throughout the construction phase. The result would be changes to the 
perception of the existing A57 and the broader landscape associated with the 
corridor 

• Lighting associated with construction and night-time working 

• Plant, machinery and traffic management would be conspicuous in views of 
the existing A57 corridor, highlighting the presence of the A57 and the 
changes occurring within it. 

12.9.27 Impacts on visual amenity would result from the construction of the associated 
large-scale earthworks and clearance of vegetation.  

• Demolition of built form which would include properties on Four Lanes, Roe 
Cross Industrial estate, Old Road, Tollemache Close, Old Hall Lane and 
Mottram Moor; to facilitate construction of Mottram underpass, Mottram 
junction and the new junction on Woolley Lane 

• Sequential views from footpaths and traffic routes temporarily be towards the 
construction areas 

• The introduction of new structures and/or the changes to existing structures 
specifically at junctions, underpasses and bridges 

• Structures including overbridges, underpasses (both vehicular and non-
motorised user underpasses) and retaining walls.  

12.9.28 This is therefore associated with adverse impacts on health and wellbeing and a 
Negative health outcome. See Chapter 7 for a full consideration of Landscape 
and visual effects. 

Soil and Water Pollution 

12.9.29 During construction, the proposed works have the potential to impact soil and 
water pollution through: 

• Exposure of adjacent residents and businesses to dust migrating off-site 
during earthworks 

• Contaminants mobilised during construction including residents exposed to 
contaminated ground water via abstractions.  



  
A57 Link Roads 
6.3 Environmental Statement 
Chapter 12 – Population and Human Health 

 

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010034 
Application document reference: TR010034/APP/6.3 Page 135 of 150 
 

12.9.30 This is therefore associated with an adverse impact on health and wellbeing and 
a Negative health outcome. See Chapter 9 and Chapter 13 for full consideration 
of Soil and Water Pollution 

Social cohesion and lifetime neighbourhoods 

12.9.31 During construction, the proposed works have the potential to impact social 
cohesion and lifetime neighbourhoods through: 

• Severance in access to these areas and some of the surrounding areas, 
temporary impacts to roads, areas of public open space, PRoW, footpaths 
and access to local facilities. Construction impacts may also lead to several 
environmental issues (e.g. noise, construction traffic, severance, visual 
impacts, air quality, dust and odour etc.) and disruptions to access 

• Social impacts and risks that could affect health and community cohesion 
through the introduction of a non-home-based workforce (i.e. construction 
workers and contractors) 

• Loss of former Mottram Agricultural Showgrounds and of cricket grounds 
have been identified in relation to social cohesion and lifetime 
neighbourhoods however, it is understood that neither the showgrounds or 
cricket grounds are used. 

12.9.32 This is associated with adverse impacts on health and wellbeing and a Negative 
health outcome is therefore anticipated.  

Operation 

Land use and accessibility  

12.9.33 As per DMRB LA 112, consideration has been made up to year 1 of operation 
after which it is considered that land use and accessibility effects associated with 
routine maintenance operations are unlikely to be significant.  

Private property and housing 

12.9.34 During operation it is not anticipated there would be any significant impacts to 
private property and housing beyond that which is identified in other disciplines.  

12.9.35 Any temporary land take from private property and housing during construction 
would be returned to its original condition on completion of the works and no 
significant impacts are predicted.  

12.9.36 There may be some direct and indirect effects on the local housing market and 
housing availability due to improved connectivity, reduced congestion, reduced 
and more reliable journey times, and overall improvements to access, however 
any impacts are not predicted to be significant. 
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Community land and assets 

12.9.37 Operational activities are not anticipated to impact on community land and 
assets beyond that which is identified in other disciplines. Disruptions and 
changes to access as a result of construction activities would all be alleviated on 
completion of the scheme.  

12.9.38 Provision of improved pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities and new 
underpasses to maintain farm access and provide a safe route for walkers, 
cyclists and horse riders ensures access to existing community land and assets 
is maintained and improved during operation.  

Development land and business 

12.9.39 Operational activities are not anticipated to have significant effects on 
development land and business beyond that which is identified in other 
disciplines. Disruptions and changes to access as a result of construction 
activities would all be alleviated on completion of the scheme. 

12.9.40 There may be some direct and indirect positive effects on businesses and the job 
market within the study area due to improved connectivity, reduced congestion, 
reduced and more reliable journey times, and overall improvements to access, 
however any impacts are not predicted to be significant.  

12.9.41 As developments identified in Table 12.12, as being within the GMSF36 and High 
Peak Local Plan are constructed and come into active use, it is expected that 
there will be a noticeable increase in the amount of traffic over and above the 
existing conditions. Without improvements that the Scheme will bring, the road 
network will become highly congested resulting in considerable delays. 
Therefore, the Scheme presents a beneficial impact on land use and 
accessibility and opportunity to support and facilitate development growth.  

Agricultural land holdings  

12.9.42 There will be no operational impacts on land use as highway and landscape 
maintenance will take place within the highway boundary.  

12.9.43 Permanent land acquisition will decrease the size of the affected holdings. All 
affected holdings will be divided by the new road, which will mean longer journey 
times for vehicles and livestock being transported to several fields.  

12.9.44 The combination of land-take and division of the holdings will have moderate to 
major impacts, producing moderate to large adverse effects which are 
significant.  

 
36 The GMSF is now no longer being progressed but potential allocations are still considered as these could still be brought forward 
under any similar replacement Plan 
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Walkers Cyclists and Horse Riders 

12.9.45 The WCR assessment (refer to section 12.6.18) was undertaken to gain a better 
understanding of the local needs. The purpose of this report was to provide an 
assessment of the existing facilities and provision for pedestrians, cyclists and 
equestrians to help understanding of the local needs and inform decision making 
throughout the design process. The WCR assessed the existing rights of ways 
and investigated how they can be improved for the design and how they can be 
enhanced. The proposals were presented to WCH groups during statutory 
consultation and comments were taken and addressed. Furthermore, the public 
consultation response form including a dedicated question on the WCH 
provisions incorporated into the scheme. Where appropriate, the opportunities 
for improvements and enhancements identified have been considered through 
the Preliminary Design process, and will be re-visited at appropriate stages, such 
as Detailed Design stage. 

12.9.46 During the operational phase of the scheme a communication plan, which would 
help inform the local community (particularly residents, employees, road users 
and WCH) of the improvements to accessibility, connectivity and journey times 
delivered would be prepared.  

12.9.47 All WCH provision on the existing A57(T) and A57 would be maintained with 
possible improvements that would be agreed with the relevant local highway 
authorities. Any cycle lanes delivered by the Scheme would be designed for 
future cycle lane connectivity along the de-trunked corridor.  

12.9.48 WCHs would be encouraged to use facilities provided along the existing A57 
corridor. For safety reasons, WCHs would be prohibited from using the section of 
the Mottram Moor Link Road between the Old Mill Underpass and Mottram Moor 
Junction, due to the Mottram Underpass however improved pedestrian and 
cyclist crossing facilities at the M67 Junction 4, and all new junctions created by 
the scheme would be realised. Further PRoW LON 52-20, which will be 
temporarily severed during construction, will be re-instated and upgraded from a 
footpath to a bridleway, therefore increasing the availability of suitable equestrian 
facilities away from road traffic.  

12.9.49 A combined footway and cycleway along the new A57 Link Road between 
Mottram Moor and Woolley Bridge, creating a route to link Mottram to the Trans-
Pennine Trail (National Cycle Network route 62). 

12.9.50 Moderate beneficial impacts to the existing walking, cycling and horse-riding 
network are anticipated to result in Moderate beneficial effects for WCH’s, which 
is significant.  

Human health 

12.9.51 As per DMRB LA 112, consideration has been made up to year 15 of operation 
after which it is considered that human health effects associated with routine 
maintenance operations are unlikely to be significant.  
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Private property and housing 

12.9.52 During operation it is not anticipated there would be any significant impacts to 
private property and housing other than any potential amenity impacts reported 
by the other technical disciplines.  

12.9.53 Any temporary land take from private property and housing during construction 
would be returned to its original condition on completion of the works. A neutral 
health outcome is therefore attributed.  

Community land and assets 

12.9.54 Operational activities are not anticipated to impact on community land and 
assets beyond that which is identified in other disciplines. Amenity impacts as a 
result of construction activities would all be alleviated on completion of the 
scheme.  

12.9.55 Provision of improved pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities and new 
underpasses to maintain farm access and provide a safe route for walkers, 
cyclists and horse riders ensures access to existing community land and assets 
is maintained and improved during operation. As such, a Positive health outcome 
is anticipated.  

Development land and business 

12.9.56 Operational activities are not anticipated to have significant effects on 
development land and business beyond that which is identified in other 
disciplines. Amenity impacts as a result of construction activities would all be 
alleviated on completion of the scheme. 

12.9.57 There may be some direct and indirect effects on businesses and the job market 
within the study area due to improved connectivity, reduced congestion, reduced 
and more reliable journey times, and overall improvements to access with 
subsequent benefits to human health and wellbeing through reduction in stress, 
etc.  

12.9.58 As developments identified in Table 12.12, as being within the GMSF37 and High 
Peak Local Plan are constructed and come into active use, it is expected that 
there will be a noticeable increase in the amount of traffic over and above the 
existing conditions. Without improvements that the Scheme will bring, the road 
network will become highly congested resulting in considerable delays. 
Therefore, the Scheme presents a beneficial impact and opportunity to support 
and facilitate development growth.  

12.9.59 As a result, a Positive health outcome is anticipated.  

 
37 The GMSF is now no longer being progressed but potential allocations are still considered as these could still be brought forward 
under any similar replacement Plan 
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Agricultural land holdings  

12.9.60 Permanent land acquisition will decrease the size of the affected holdings. All 
affected holdings will be divided by the new road, which will mean longer journey 
times for vehicles and livestock being transported to several fields however, this 
is unlikely to impact significantly on health and wellbeing. A Negative health 
outcome is anticipated, reducing over time to Neutral as new working methods 
and practices become established for respective farm holdings. 

Landscape amenity 

12.9.61 The Scheme has been designed to avoid or reduce, as far as practicable, the 
adverse effects. Landscape and visual essential mitigation measures, which form 
an integral part of the Scheme, include native woodland, shrub planting, and 
linear planting, roadside specimen trees, grassland meadows and amenity 
grassland and verges. The Scheme also includes some use of cuttings, false 
cuttings and embankments. 

12.9.62 By the design year (Yr.15) there are no effects on the Landscape and 
Townscape Character considered to be significant.  

12.9.63 At opening year, thirteen of the nineteen representative viewpoints would 
continue to undergo significant adverse effects. By design year (Yr.15), only 
three of these would continue to experience significant effects. These would 
have the potential to cause adverse effects on wellbeing for wider groups 
through ongoing loss of visual amenity. No differential effects on vulnerable 
groups have been identified.  

12.9.64 In addition, forty-eight individual or groups of visual receptors reported in the 
Visual Effects Schedule (Appendix 7.1) would experience significant effects at 
the opening year.  By design year (Yr.15) only twelve receptors would continue 
to experience significant effects. These would have the potential to cause 
adverse effects on wellbeing for wider groups through ongoing loss of visual 
amenity. No differential effects on vulnerable groups have been identified.  

12.9.65 There would be a traffic change through the Peak District National Park as a 
result of the Scheme, however, these changes vary depending on the route and 
the time of day. It is not considered that there would be any significant indirect 
effects to the visual amenity within the Peak District National Park due to these 
traffic changes.  

12.9.66 A Negative health outcome is therefore anticipated with respect to Landscape 
and visual effects. See Chapter 7 of the ES for a full consideration of Landscape 
and visual effects. 
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Walkers Cyclists and Horse Riders 

12.9.67 The WCR assessment undertaken for the Scheme (refer to the Case for the 
Scheme (APP-182)), was undertaken to gain a better understanding of the local 
needs. The purpose of this report was to provide an assessment of the existing 
facilities and provision for pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians to help 
understanding of the local needs and inform decision making throughout the 
design process. The WCR assessed the existing rights of ways and investigated 
how they can be improved for the design and how they can be enhanced. The 
proposals were presented to WCH groups during statutory consultation and 
comments were taken and addressed. Furthermore, the public consultation 
response form including a dedicated question on the WCH provisions 
incorporated into the scheme. Where appropriate, the opportunities for 
improvements and enhancements have been identified have been considered 
through the Preliminary Design process, and will be re-visited at appropriate 
stages, such as Detailed Design stage. 

12.9.68 During the operational phase of the scheme a communication plan, which would 
help inform the local community (particularly residents, employees, road users 
and WCH) of the improvements to accessibility, connectivity and journey times 
delivered would be prepared.  

12.9.69 All WCH provision on the existing A57(T) and A57 would be maintained with 
possible improvements that would be agreed with the relevant local highway 
authorities. Any cycle lanes delivered by the Scheme would be designed for 
future cycle lane connectivity along the de-trunked corridor.  

12.9.70 WCHs would be encouraged to use facilities provided along the existing A57 
corridor. For safety reasons, WCHs would be prohibited from using the section of 
the Mottram Moor Link Road between the Old Mill Underpass and Mottram Moor 
Junction, due to the Mottram Underpass however improved pedestrian and 
cyclist crossing facilities at the M67 Junction 4, and all new junctions created by 
the scheme would be realised. Further PRoW LON 52-20, which will be 
temporarily severed during construction, will be re-instated and upgraded from a 
footpath to a bridleway, therefore increasing the availability of suitable equestrian 
facilities away from road traffic.  

12.9.71 A combined footway and cycleway along the new A57 Link Road between 
Mottram Moor and Woolley Bridge, creating a route to link Mottram to the Trans-
Pennine Trail (National Cycle Network route 62). 

12.9.72 These provisions are anticipated to benefit health and wellbeing and therefore a 
Positive health outcome is attributed.  

Safety / Risk of Injury and Death 

12.9.73 Operational activities have the potential to impact risk of injury and death. The 
assessment of the level of operational impact and significance of effects is 
detailed in Table 12.25 below. 
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Air Pollution 

12.9.74 During operation, there is expected to be a significant improvement for human 
health. The air quality study area moves from exceedances of the annual mean 
NO2 AQS objective in the opening year at 71 modelled sensitive receptors 
without the Scheme to 20 receptors. Of these 71 receptors, 70 have a decrease 
in concentrations (improvement) and one receptor has a small increase with the 
Scheme.  Of these 70 decreases, 55 have a 'large' decrease with the Scheme in 
operation, and 44 of the 55 decrease to such an extent that exceedances of the 
annual mean NO2 AQS objective are removed with the Scheme in operation. 

12.9.75 As such a Positive health outcome is anticipated. See Chapter 5 for full 
consideration of Air Quality.  

Soil and Water Pollution 

12.9.76 The geology and soils assessment identifies that during operation, the following 
potential effects would be experienced by the human receptors (residents, 
pedestrians and cyclists): 

• Minimal (if any) exposure of road users to contaminated soil/ground gas 
migration into confined spaces in the future end use; and 

• Exposure to contaminated water via abstractions.  

12.9.77 Residents utilising public open space surrounding the highway during operation 
are considered to be of high value/sensitivity. With mitigation measures applied, 
the magnitude of impact would be negligible. This would result in a slight adverse 
(temporary) effect.  

12.9.78 Residents are considered to be very high sensitivity in relation to local water 
abstractions. With mitigation the magnitude of impact is considered to be 
negligible adverse. This would result in a slight (temporary) effect. 

12.9.79 Overall, the Scheme is considered to have a neutral or slight adverse 
(temporary) effect on residents, resulting in a non-significant classification. A 
Negative health outcome is therefore attributed. 

12.9.80 The road drainage and water environment assessment (Chapter 13) identifies 
that during operation there is no residual significant effect for water quality.  
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Noise Pollution and Vibration 

12.9.81 Once the Scheme is operational, the noise climate would be permanently 
affected by changes in vehicle activity, determined by the traffic flows, speeds 
and fleet composition on the local road network including the Scheme itself, 
however no significant adverse effects from groundbourne vibration are expected 
as a result of the Scheme. Beneficial impacts could occur at Mottram in 
Longdendale (Hyde Road and Mottram Moor) and Hollingworth (Woolley Lane) 
due to the A57 Link Road diverting traffic away from these areas. Adverse 
effects could occur at residential streets in Mottram in Longdendale close to the 
route of the Scheme, such as Four Lanes, Old Hall Lane and Lodge Court. This 
is because the Scheme is a new noise source that is likely to affect the noise 
climate at these areas. During the operation phase, there were more perceptible 
increases than perceptible decreases with the Scheme overall. Significant 
adverse effects were predicted at 128 noise sensitive receptors due to the 
Scheme. There were also 366 noise sensitive receptors where significant 
beneficial effects were predicted due to the Scheme, mostly at dwellings within a 
Noise Important Area at Mottram in Longdendale that would be bypassed by the 
Scheme (NIA 10992). As such, Positive and Negative health outcomes are 
anticipated here.  

12.9.82 The operation phase impacts may change over time as traffic flows change in 
the years after the Scheme opens. This includes impacts from the presence of 
the A57 Link Road and Mottram Moor Link Road as well as potential cumulative 
effects of other developments that may affect traffic volumes on the local 
highway network. 

12.9.83 See Chapter 11 for full consideration of Noise and Vibration. 

Social cohesion and lifetime neighbourhoods 

12.9.84 During the Operational phase, the Scheme would reduce community severance 
through the separation of local and regional traffic resulting in large reductions of 
traffic on the existing A57. This would have allowed the opportunity to make this 
stretch of road much more friendly to cyclists and pedestrians (across all groups) 
through improved facilities and crossings, public realm improvements and 
reduction in speed. This is anticipated to lead to positive benefits to health and 
wellbeing.    

Transport options 

12.9.85 During operation traffic congestion issues will be alleviated with significant 
reductions in traffic predicted at Mottram Moor (between Back Moor and 
Stalybridge Road, Hyde Road and Woolley Lane), therefore providing a safer 
and more pedestrian friendly environment in the village. The scheme also makes 
considerable provisions for WCH, improving connectivity and the new bypass will 
also provide for more reliable, shorter journey times. These impacts are 
anticipated to result in a Positive health outcome for travellers.  
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12.10 National Policy Statement for National Networks 
Compliance 

12.10.1 Paragraph 3.19 of the National Policy Statement of the National Networks 
identifies the Government’s commitments to creating a more accessible and 
inclusive transport network that provides a range of opportunities and choices for 
people to connect with jobs, services and friends and family. The Scheme 
objectives include to protect access for non-motorised users (pedestrian and 
cyclists) and improves conditions where possible. This chapter has set out how 
the Scheme ensures the quality of existing WCH routes is maintained. 

12.10.2 In compliance with paragraph 5.165, this chapter has identified existing and 
proposed land uses near the project and assessed the effects of precluding new 
development or proposed uses in the development plan. This chapter covers the 
potential effects of the Scheme on existing land uses, development land and 
planning applications. 

12.10.3 Paragraph 5.166 states that ‘Existing open space, sports and recreational 
buildings and land should not be developed unless the land is surplus to 
requirements or the loss would be replaced by equivalent or better provision in 
terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location.’ As set out in the development 
land and businesses assessment, the Scheme would encroach onto the Mottram 
Agricultural Showground. As such, the Mottram Show has acquired a new larger 
showground to mitigate this effect and ensure that the land taken is replaced by 
equivalent or better provision in terms of quality and in a suitable location. 

12.11 Monitoring 

12.11.1 The site of the construction compound would be restored to agriculture and be 
the subject of a five-year aftercare period during which time issues with soil 
compaction, drainage, weeds and stoniness will be rectified. 

12.11.2 The monitoring of the effects of this Scheme on population and human health will 
primarily take place in line with the recommendations set out within the specific 
chapters of the ES including namely air quality, noise and vibrations and 
landscape and visual impact (Chapters 5, 11, 7 respectively).   

12.11.3 This includes monitoring process such as monitoring the need for additional 
noise barriers, and the effectiveness of designed in/existing noise barriers, 
number of road traffic incidents to ensure road safety has been improved, traffic 
flows to ensure that congestion is reduced and the continued monitoring of the 
use of PRoW’s, footpaths and cycleways. Further detail can in be found in the 
specific chapters noted above. 

12.11.4 Note also that monitoring suggested in other chapters may be relevant to 
receptors in the population and human health chapter.  
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12.12 Summary 

12.12.1 The construction, operation and maintenance of the Scheme is anticipated to 
generate changes to wider health determinants in the immediate locale, as well 
as wider environs to the Scheme. An assessment to determine the changes and 
the level of significance has been made, based on a detailed, yet proportionate 
collation and evaluation of desktop study and other data sources covering the 
following wider determinants of health: 

• Air pollution 

• Soil and water pollution 

• Risk of injuries and death 

• Housing 

• Education, healthcare services and community facilities 

• Transport options 

• Active travel 

• Work and training 

• Social cohesion and lifetime neighbourhoods 

• Noise pollution and vibration. 

12.12.2 The assessment included consideration of potential effects on the wider 
population, as well as a series of vulnerable groups identified as likely being 
present in the area, including: 

• Families with children and adolescents, (pregnant women, babies, children 
and adolescents) 

• People who are physically or mentally disadvantaged (elderly people, people 
with physical disabilities, people with other health problems or impairments) 

• People who are materially disadvantaged 

• People from black and minority ethnic backgrounds 

12.12.3 The population and human health assessment, being partly based upon residual 
effects identified by other topic assessments, will incorporate the embedded and 
additional mitigation measures identified in those chapters e.g. Air Quality. 
Where appropriate, additional mitigation measures relevant to individual 
population and human health elements has been identified. Scheme 
construction, operation and maintenance will be carried out in accordance with 
best practice and relevant legislation pertaining at that time. 

12.12.4 During construction, the assessment finds that residual effects are predicted for 
the following wider determinants of health:  
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Private property and housing 

12.12.5 The permanent loss/demolition of 25 properties and displacement of residents is 
anticipated to result in Large adverse effects which is significant. Loss of 
garages and outbuildings at other properties on Four lanes, Tollemache Close 
and Mottram Moor is also anticipated to result in Moderate adverse effects, 
which is significant however, all properties required to be demolished to facilitate 
the scheme are either currently under the ownership of the applicant, or ongoing 
discussions between the landowner and the applicant are taking place in relation 
to this issue..  Further temporary disruptions to access within the study area is 
anticipated to result in Moderate adverse effects, which is significant. It is 
important to note that effects will be reversible and are temporary to the 
construction phase and embedded mitigation includes the provision of 
diversionary routes, signage and early engagement with the community.  

Active travel 

12.12.6 Temporary loss / closure / diversion will be required at a number of PRoWs, 
some of which are anticipated to result in Moderate adverse effects owing to the 
extent of diversion required (>0.5 km). It is important to note that effects will be 
reversible and are temporary to the construction phase and embedded mitigation 
includes the provision of diversionary routes, none of which are greater than 1km 
in length. Signage and early engagement with the community is also proposed. 

Development land and business 

12.12.7 Construction of the scheme will require the demolition of four no. units within Roe 
Cross Industrial Estate. It will also require land formally recognised as the 
Mottram Agricultural Showgrounds. Loss of these businesses and land is 
anticipated to result in Large adverse effects, which is significant. Loss is 
permanent, direct and irreversible however, all properties required to be 
demolished to facilitate the scheme are either currently under the ownership of 
the applicant, or ongoing discussions between the landowner and the applicant 
are taking place in relation to this issue.  

Agricultural land holdings 

12.12.8 Moderate adverse residual effects are anticipated on seven holdings as a result 
of severance and / or land take. Where appropriate, underpasses or the creation 
of access to severed portions will be provided at five of the holdings. No 
mitigation is proposed at either Farm holding C or Farm holding D.  
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